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Response to Amendment 



This is in response to an amendment file on July 15 , 2003 for letter for patent filed on 
November 28 th , 2000 in which claims 1-70 were presented for examination. In the amendment, 
claims 1, 6, 9, 14, 17-22, 26-30, 33-35, 38, 41, 43, 47-49, 51, 54-56, 58, 61-63, 65 and 69 have 
been amended, no claims has been canceled and no claim has been added. Claims 1-70 remain 



1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-70 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by Joseph 
(U.S. Patent Application Pub. 2001/0034690) in view of Johnson et al (U.S. Patent Application 



pending in the letter. 



Response to Arguments 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Pub. 2002/0082860). 
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4. As per claims 1, 9, 30, and 43, Joseph teaches a method/computer program/apparatus (a 
leasing system and method) for operating a computer (web server, 10) to facilitate/initiate a lease 
transaction {facilitating transfer of vehicle leases), (see abstract, figs 1, 2, 3, and 11, pages 1 
paragraph 006, 2 paragraph 0022, 0023) comprising prompting (presenting individual/customer 
with computer generated buttons) a customer (user, 356) to select a lease transaction type for a 
specific type of equipment to be leased (assume lease, sell lease, add lease, modify lease, delete 
lease) (see fig 1, page 2 paragraph 0023, 0024), prompting the customer (directed to a screen 
page 22 at which customer /owner is prompted) to provide information including criteria (enter 
information) required to generate a one document (modify lease) for the selected lease 
transaction type (see page 2 paragraph 0024, 0025) and generating (linking user) the 
document/term sheet (modify lease) using the customer provided information (see page 2 
paragraph 0026, 0027). Joseph fails to teach an inventive concept of a database for storing 
information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including specifications for each piece 
of equipment and if the equipment is currently being leased the terms of the lease, matching the 
customer provided information with the equipment information stored within the database by 
applying predetermined search rules, receiving information entered be a lessor to modify the 
customer provided information for generating a document. However, Johnson et al teach an 
inventive concept of a database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for 
lease including specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being 
leased the terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment 
information stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving 
information entered be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a 
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document (see fig 1-7, 9-11, paragraph 0002, 0003, 0008, 0054, 0062, 0066, and 0069). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was 
made to modify Joseph's Inventive concept to include Johnson et al's an inventive concept of a 
database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including 
specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being leased the 
terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment information 
stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving information entered 
be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a document because this 
would have provided an automated for processing that is easy to use, quick, efficient, and that 
decreases the amount of human intervention required conduct a leasing transaction thereby 
creating a method and system for automating the generation of documentation for leases so that a 
lessor can generate more business by providing for a simple, efficient system that saves the 
dealer time and energy in closing a deal. 

5. As per claims 2, 10, 31 and 44, Joseph teaches a method wherein prompting a customer 
to select a lease transaction type comprises displaying a computer generated screen listing (main 
menu page 20) a plurality of lease transaction type selections (see fig 1 page 2 paragraph, 0024). 

6. As per claims 3, 1 1, 32 and 45, Joseph teaches a method wherein the lease transaction 
type selections comprise at least one of a lease extension, a lease, and a purchase lease back 
agreement (see fig 1 page 2 paragraph 0029). 
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7. As per claims 4, 12, 33 and 46, Joseph teaches a method wherein for a lease extension, 
prompting the customer to provide information required to generate at least one document 
comprises displaying information related to at least one lease to the customer (see fig 2 
paragraph 0026, 0029). 

8. As per claims 5, 13, 34 and 47, Joseph teaches a method wherein prompting the customer 
to provide information required to generate at least one document comprises displaying a 
computer generated screen listing a plurality of equipment criteria and delivery requirements (see 
page 3 paragraph 0030). 

9. As per claims 6, 14, 35 and 48, Joseph teaches a method further comprising the steps of 
searching a database to identify equipment which match criteria supplied by the customer in 
response to prompting the customer to provide information required to generate at least one 
document, and displaying to the customer at least some information relating to at least some of 
the equipment identified as a match from the database search (see page 3 paragraph 0030). 

10. As per claims 7, 15, 36, and 49, Joseph teaches a method wherein a customer is prompted 
to select at least one of the identified equipment, and wherein generating the document 
comprises populating the selected document type/term sheet with data related to the one 
identified equipment (see page 3 paragraph 0030). 
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11. As per claims 8, 16, 37, and 50, Joseph teaches a method wherein the equipment 
comprises at least one of aircraft, aircraft engines, rail cars, locomotives, ships, vehicles, and 
containers (see abstract, figs 1, 2, 3, pages 1 paragraph 006, 2 paragraph 0022, 0023), 

12. As per claims 17, Joseph teaches a database (lease system, 354) (see fig 11) comprising a 
first set of data including criteria for equipment to be leased (vehicles information) 
corresponding to an availability query (search) submitted by a customer (customer/ user, 356) 
and related to a lease transaction (assume lease, sell lease, add lease, modify lease, delete lease) 
(see fig 1, 11, page 2 paragraph 0023, 0024) a second set of data corresponding to equipment 
criteria for equipment for lease (see fig 1, 11, page 2 paragraph 0025, 3 paragraph 0030). 
Joseph fail to teach a third set of data corresponding to predetermined search that are applied to 
match the first set of data with the equipment information and the second set of data and a fourth 
set of data corresponding to modifications of the first set of data that are made by the lessor. 
However, Johnson et al teach a third set of data corresponding to predetermined search that are 
applied to match the first set of data with the equipment information and the second set of data 
and a fourth set of data corresponding to modifications of the first set of data that are made by 
the lessor (see fig 1-7, 9-11, paragraph 0002, 0003, 0008, 0054, 0062, 0066, and 0069). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was 
made to modify Joseph's Inventive concept to include Johnson et al's an inventive concept of a 
third set of data corresponding to predetermined search that are applied to match the first set of 
data with the equipment information and the second set of data and a fourth set of data 
corresponding to modifications of the first set of data that are made by the lessor because this 
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would have provided an automated for processing that is easy to use, quick, efficient, and that 
decreases the amount of human intervention required conduct a leasing transaction thereby 
creating a method and system for automating the generation of documentation for leases so that a 
lessor can generate more business by providing for a simple, efficient system that saves the 
dealer time and energy in closing a deal. 

13. As per claim 18, Joseph teaches a database further comprising data corresponding to 
search results from execution of the availability query (see page 3 paragraph 0030), 

14. As per claim 19, Joseph teaches a database further comprising data corresponding to a 
customer desired equipment configuration (see page 3 paragraph 0031). 

15. As per claim 20, Joseph teaches a database further comprising data corresponding to 
availability of equipment for lease (see page 3 paragraph 0038). 

16. As per claim 21, Joseph teaches system for generating (system for providing) lease 
documents (lease document such as: lease (assume lease, sell lease, add lease, modify lease, 
delete lease) (see fig 1, page 2 paragraph 0023, 0024) comprising a database (lease system 354) 
comprising data (information) corresponding to equipment criteria (vehicle profile) for 
equipment for lease (see page 3 paragraph 0030, 003 J); and a server (lease system) configured 
prompt a marketing executive (lease seller) to select a type of document to be generated and to 
provide information required to generate the selected document type (see figs 1 and 11, 
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paragraph 0032, 0033, 0034). Joseph fails to teach an inventive concept of a database for storing 
information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including specifications for each piece 
of equipment and if the equipment is currently being leased the terms of the lease, matching the 
customer provided information with the equipment information stored within the database by 
applying predetermined search rules, receiving information entered be a lessor to modify the 
customer provided information for generating a document. However, Johnson et al teachan 
inventive concept of a database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for 
lease including specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being 
leased the terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment 
information stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving 
information entered be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a 
document {see fig 1-7, 9-11, paragraph 0002, 0003, 0008, 0054, 0062, 0066, and 0069). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was 
made to modify Joseph's Inventive concept to include Johnson et al's an inventive concept of a 
database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including 
specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being leased the 
terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment information 
stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving information entered 
be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a document because this 
would have provided an automated for processing that is easy to use, quick, efficient, and that 
decreases the amount of human intervention required conduct a leasing transaction thereby 
creating a method and system for automating the generation of documentation for leases so that a 
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lessor can generate more business by providing for a simple, efficient system that saves the 
dealer time and energy in closing a deal. 

17. As per claim 22, Joseph teaches system wherein the database further comprises at least 
one of data corresponding to an availability query submitted by a marketing executive and 
related to a lease transaction, data corresponding to search results from execution of the 
availability query, data corresponding to a marketing executive desired equipment configuration, 
and data corresponding to availability of equipment for lease (see page 3 paragraph 0030, 0031). 

18. As per claim 23, Joseph teaches system wherein the server is configured to cause a screen 
listing a plurality of transaction type selections to be displayed at a client computer (see 
paragraph 0024). 

19. As per claim 24, Joseph teaches system wherein the transaction type selections comprise 
at least one of a lease extension, a lease, and a purchase lease back agreement (see page 2 
paragraph 00024. 

20. As per claim 25, Joseph teaches system wherein for a lease extension, the server causes 
the client computer to display information related to at least one lease (see abstract, figs 1, 2, 3, 
pages 1 paragraph 006, 2 paragraph 0022, 0023). 
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21 . As per claim 26, Joseph teaches system wherein to prompt a marketing executive to 
provide information required to generate the selected document type, the server is configured to 
cause to be displayed at a client computer a screen listing a plurality of equipment criteria and 
delivery requirements (see page 3 paragraph 0030). 

22. As per claim 27, Joseph teaches system wherein the server is configured to cause the 
database to be searched to identify equipment which match criteria supplied in response to 
prompting the marketing executive to provide information required to generate the selected 
document type, and to display at a client computer at least some information relating to at least 
some of the equipment identified as a match from the database search (see page 3 paragraph 
0030). 

23. As per claim 28, Joseph teaches system wherein the server is further configured to 
prompt a marketing executive to select at least one of the identified equipment, and wherein to 
generate the selected document type using the customer provided information, the server is 
configured to populate the selected document type with data related to the one identified 
equipment (see page 3 paragraph 0030). 

24. As per claim 29, Joseph teaches system wherein the equipment comprises at least one of 
aircraft, aircraft engines, rail cars, locomotives, ships, vehicles, and containers (see abstract, figs 
1, 2, 3, pages 1 paragraph 006, 2 paragraph 0022, 0023). 
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25. As per claim 38, Joseph teaches a method {a leasing system and method) for operating a 
computer {web server, 10) for initiating a lease transaction {facilitating transfer of vehicle 
leases), {see abstract, figs 1, 2, 3, and If pages 1 paragraph 006, 2 paragraph 0022 ', 0023) 
comprising selecting {selecting), from an electronic interface {web page 40) a. lease transaction 
type {assume lease, sell lease, add lease, modify lease, delete lease) {see fig 1, page 2 paragraph 
0023, 0024), identifying, from the electronic interface, equipment {type of vehicle) desired to be 
leased {see page 2 paragraph 0024, 0025) and requesting, from the electronic interface, a term 
sheet {information) for the selected lease type and identified equipment {see page 2 paragraph 

0026, 0027). Joseph fails to teach an inventive concept of a database for storing information 
relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including specifications for each piece of equipment 
and if the equipment is currently being leased the terms of the lease, matching the customer 
provided information with the equipment information stored within the database by applying 
predetermined search rules, receiving information entered be a lessor to modify the customer 
provided information for generating a document. However, Johnson et al teachan inventive 
concept of a database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease 
including specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being 
leased the terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment 
information stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving 
information entered be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a 
document {see fig 1-7, 9-11, paragraph 0002, 0003, 0008, 0054, 0062, 0066, and 0069). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was 
made to modify Joseph's Inventive concept to include Johnson et al's an inventive concept of a 
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database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including 
specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being leased the 
terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment information 
stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving information entered 
be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a document because this 
would have provided an automated for processing that is easy to use, quick, efficient, and that 
decreases the amount of human intervention required conduct a leasing transaction thereby 
creating a method and system for automating the generation of documentation for leases so that a 
lessor can generate more business by providing for a simple, efficient system that saves the 
dealer time and energy in closing a deal. 

26. As per claim 39, Joseph teaches a method wherein the lease transaction type selections 
comprise at least one of a lease extension, a lease, and a purchase lease back agreement (see fig J 
page 2 paragraph 0029), 

27. As per claim 40, Joseph teaches a method wherein for a lease extension identified the 
lease desired to be extended (see fig 2 paragraph 0026, 0029), 

28. As per claim 41, Joseph teaches a method wherein identifying the desired equipment type 
and criteria (see page 3 paragraph 0030, 0031). 
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29. As per claim 42, Joseph teaches a method wherein the equipment comprises at least one 
of aircraft, aircraft engines, rail cars, locomotives, ships, vehicles, and containers (see abstract, 
figs 1, 2, 3, pages 1 paragraph 006, 2 paragraph 0022, 0023), 

30. As per claims 51 and 58, Joseph teaches system (a leasing system and method) for 
facilitating a lease transaction (facilitating transfer of vehicle leases) for aircraft (vehicle) (see fig 
1, page 2 paragraph 0023, 0024) comprising a database (lease system 354) comprising data for 
aircraft (vehicle information), a server (lease system) configured to prompt a customer 
(presenting a customer/user, 356) to select (select) a type of lease transaction (lease document 
such as: lease (assume lease, sell lease, add lease, modify lease, delete lease) (see fig 1, page 2 
paragraph 0023, 0024), prompt (presenting to) the customer (user, 356) to provide (provide) 
information regarding aircraft desired to be subject to the lease transaction (see page 3 
paragraph 0030, 0031), and prompt the customer to request generation of a term sheet for the 
lease transaction (see figs 1 and 11, paragraph 0032, 0033, 0034). Joseph fails to teach an 
inventive concept of a database for storing information relating to a plurality of equipment for 
lease including specifications for each piece of equipment and if the equipment is currently being 
leased the terms of the lease, matching the customer provided information with the equipment 
information stored within the database by applying predetermined search rules, receiving 
information entered be a lessor to modify the customer provided information for generating a 
document. However, Johnson et al teachan inventive concept of a database for storing 
information relating to a plurality of equipment for lease including specifications for each piece 
of equipment and if the equipment is currently being leased the terms of the lease, matching the 
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customer provided information with the equipment information stored within the database by 
applying predetermined search rules, receiving information entered be a lessor to modify the 
customer provided information for generating a document (see fig 1-7, 9-11, paragraph 0002, 
0003 0008, 0054, 0062, 0066, and 0069). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to modify Joseph's Inventive concept to 
include Johnson et al's an inventive concept of a database for storing information relating to a 
plurality of equipment for lease including specifications for each piece of equipment and if the 
equipment is currently being leased the terms of the lease, matching the customer provided 
information with the equipment information stored within the database by applying 
predetermined search rules, receiving information entered be a lessor to modify the customer 
provided information for generating a document because this would have provided an automated 
for processing that is easy to use, quick, efficient, and that decreases the amount of human 
intervention required conduct a leasing transaction thereby creating a method and system for 
automating the generation of documentation for leases so that a lessor can generate more 
business by providing for a simple, efficient system that saves the dealer time and energy in 
closing a deal. 

31 . As per claims 52 and 59, Joseph teaches system wherein to prompt a customer to select a 
type of lease transaction, the server causes to be displayed on a customer computer a computer 
generated screen listing a plurality of lease transaction type selections (see fig 1 page 2 
paragraph, 0024). 
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32. As per claims 53 and 60, Joseph teaches system wherein the lease transaction type 
selections comprise at least one of a lease extension, a lease, and a purchase lease back 
agreement {see fig 1 page 2 paragraph 0029). 

33. As per claims 54 and 61 , Joseph teaches system wherein for a lease extension, to prompt 
a customer to provide information regarding aircraft to be subject to the lease transaction, the 
server causes to be displayed on a customer computer information related to at least one lease to 
the customer {see fig 2 paragraph 0026, 0029). 

34. As per claims 55 and 62, Joseph teaches system wherein to prompt the customer to 
provide information regarding aircraft to be subject to the lease transaction, the server causes to 
be displayed on a customer computer a display listing a plurality of aircraft criteria and delivery 
requirements {see page 3 paragraph 0030). 

35. As per claims 56 and 63, Joseph teaches system wherein the server is further configured 
to search the database to identify aircraft which match criteria supplied by the customer, and to 
cause to be displayed on a customer computer at least some information relating to at least some 
of the aircraft identified from the database search {see page 3 paragraph 0030). 

36. As per claims 57 and 64, Joseph teaches system wherein the server is configured to cause 
to be displayed on a customer computer a prompt to select at least one of the identified aircraft 
{see page 3 paragraph 0030). 
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37. As per claim 65, Joseph teaches a computer-readable medium {lease server, 354) (see fig 
11, page 2 paragraph 0026), comprising: a record (data) of customer submitted availability 
queries (see page 3 paragraph 0030), & plurality of rules (search criteria/profile) for matching 
(matching) equipment (vehicle) to the customer submitted availability queries (see fig 4, 5, page 
3 paragraph, 0038, 0039, 0040) and a record of results from applying the matching rules to the 
customer submitted availability queries (see page 4 paragraph 0039). 

38. As per claim 66, Joseph teaches a computer-readable medium wherein the equipment 
comprises at least one of aircraft, aircraft engines, rail cars, locomotives, and ships (see page 3 
paragraph 0030). 

39. As per claim 67, Joseph teaches a computer-readable medium wherein the availability 
query record comprises a query number and a model (see page 4 paragraph 0039). 

40. As per claim 68, Joseph teaches a computer-readable medium further comprising a record 
of required delivery dates comprising a query number, a delivery year, a delivery month, and a 
quantity (see [age 4 paragraph 0043). 

41 . As per claim 69, Joseph teaches a computer-readable medium wherein the record of 
results comprises a result number, a query number, and a term sheet request (see page 4 
paragraph 0040). 
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42. As per claim 70, Joseph teaches a computer-readable medium further comprising a record 
of availability {see page 3 paragraph 0030). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Firmin Backer whose telephone number is (703) 305-0624. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305-9768. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 




September 5, 2003 



JA&4ESRm»ELL 
SUPERVISORVTWENT examiner 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



